This paper displays the recent excavation's works in El-Markha Plain beside what was discovered over the past years. The ruins in this site can be concluded in Sites 346, 346-a, 346-b, 346-c and 345 (Ras
only a collection of sherds from broken amphorae, representing transitory rest points on route to the mining region. 12 Both rest points lie on higher ground, adjacent to Wadi Beds, and the foot of the hills bordering the plain. These rest stops, and other similar site placements, imply prudent winter travel during which experienced trekkers avoided stopping in Wadi Beds. Expeditions may have minimized the time spent traversing Wadi Beds which bears deadly flash floods in winter. Site 346-c also contains a scatter of sherds and stone tools and lies to the west of the Plain. 13 Site 345 (Ras Budran): Rothenberg reported one potential pharaonic site no. 345 to the south of the site no. 346, at the northern end of El-Markha Plain. This site is described as lying 200 m from the Red Sea with potsherds and jars, evidence of copper smelting (Figs. 5, 6) , and traces of a large structure below the sand. During the 2002 season, the University of Toronto expedition relocated this site 1.76 Km to the south of site 346. 14 The 2008 and 2010 excavation seasons located a late Old Kingdom, circular, stone coastal fort measuring 42 m in diameter, and contained 5 m wide walls (preserved up to 3.5 m) and a western entry and bastion, and lies nearby an anchorage at Ras Budran in South Sinai have refined to understand the nature and role of this site in turquoise and copper mining operations during the late Old Kingdom (Fig. 7 ). 15 The 2008 excavation of part of the eastern remaining half of the interior courtyard revealed an intervening layer of windblown and hardened sand separating the upper and last occupation layer from an earlier Old Kingdom. The uppermost layer appears to contain a variety of activities near the northern interior wall face. The courtyard's interior northwest quadrant displays some working and polishing of raw turquoise nodules, while marine mollusk plates to the north of a central, stone slab paved hearth suggest the roasting and consumption of a few red sea Chitons. 16 An entry passage and adjacent staircase lie along the western side of the courtyard, near a western "buttress" that was traced 22 m. The Southwest quadrant also contained the remains of post holes that once supported an awning around two-thirds of the excavated western half of the interior courtyard, shading an area that yielded mostly storage jars that may have held such products as grain, meat, wine and water. The interior part of the southwest quadrant also yielded some evidence for copper smelting ( fig. 6 ). 17
The relation between El-Markha Plain and the site of Ayn Soukhna
Investigations on the Red Sea Coast at Ayn Soukhna, a team from the University Paris-Sorbonne and the French Institute in Cairo discovered a new harbor complex from the Old Kingdom attached to a nature anchorage at Wadi Al-Jarf in 2008. The site is located on the western coast of the Gulf of Suez, about 20 Km south of the modern town of Za'farana. In the Middle and New Kingdoms, several inscriptions from Ayn Soukhna reveal that turquoise and copper mining expeditions sometimes utilized Ayn Soukhna as a way-station on route to Wadi Maghara and Serabit el-Khadim. 18 Since 1999 up till 2002, eight Middle Kingdom rock-cut inscriptions at el-Ayn el-Sukhna had been recorded, some of which attest to copper and turquoise mining expeditions reaching this region on the route to south Sinai. 19 The June 2011 excavations by IFAO at Wadi al-Jarf on the east coast of the Red Sea, immediately opposite Ras Budran in southwest Sinai, have revealed a substantial Old Kingdom anchorage dating mainly from Dynasty 4 to early Dynasty 5. 20 Wadi al-Jarf is closely linked with the Old Kingdom turquoise mining anchorage at Ras Budran, which is 50 Km to the east across the Red Sea and has yielded many identical examples of marl storage jars. 21
Conclusion
The ruins in El Markha Plain can be concluded in Sites 346, 346-a, 346-b, 346-c and 345 (Ras Budran). A fort in site 346 had been discovered and dated to the New Kingdom, and an additional fort had been discovered in Ras Budran and dated to the Late Old Kingdom. In 2008, investigations on the Red Sea Coast at Ayn Soukhna brought to the light the discovery of a new harbor complex from the Old Kingdom attached to a nature anchorage at Wadi Al-Jarf, beside some inscriptions had been discovered between 1999 to 2002 which referring to mining expeditions to the South Sinai. Hence, it would be suggested that royal mining missions departed the --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
